Riding the Frontier
Photogmpdes & Arnck by Hermy Diallal

The Campaign

e tnthe loeewe of Ul on He bovder bedieoen Pakaeston and Afgisstan, ovly 4./ miies from Sy grel waleyslied of e Hidne Kasty
wlicdy dfevedes N vovters foveing dovem fo i frow: hose sl flove bo Contrd Asi, In e 7 JIJJLeJrJ‘uJ*. ol voves el He verypard e of il
qons et the Northebviest Frontier of Brtish Indie, wfene Britislymnd Russion mmfluenoe mberiocked aned " Gren? Ganee' vovs plangeed ovl,
Eariy in 1995 He rdler ofa vevrtng strall state, becked by dissiciernt Qleitmdis, attacked Citml's Britisl ook e, the Moty mod besieged
Veans iawied 1 Bivmay It Arveny grevvisaons in (bl Fowd. Rratich prestige rives ol sk, aoaed o voonkd evieonarage Raissian: aonlationes. Tle
Inuddaans govermn! orcdered Hie T Diivesion, menny o e sontlat Pedmos, fo wefere b,
Busl By cwision wivs ke vty 28, [II',mh arentls <ol oo sloeediy, e contnast, Lielenanl Coloned Jarnes Felly, commenadivg of
Giiligrt, 300 rrisles o e ensd, sef off ews 23 Mereh aenla iy force of e Sk 32nd Piverrs, boo geins of 15! Kedorir Mevintoine Batieny
afemudtal of e Kedwnr Soppaers aoud Miviers aned looad levwes. Kelli's sen mardied across sone of e ot ciffacrelt conerebryine B ool
foedirey rfoers, Tendiveg their gros Boovgle srane deifls, wnd onssong e 15000 fid Sevulir press, They coone feoo Dutitles ene ey, arnd
retervd Cluinel one 20 Al
[t s ovwe of the classics of e Tagh moon of Empire, and ifs ecdioes mesovided inldp e 208 contiy, The garvison conpnander al Clritrd,
Cagptenry Chamrdes lovivisenad, v Ins mepuilimbon o e sege. In 1906 e wns a Devdenand-Levend, wwer sege agar, Hus e by e
Thardcs at Koat Al A one e Tigris, A tes time e conld viot Dol ondt, buat stervendored ith ooe 10,000 Britisly aead Indins soldliers,

The Expedition
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Major General Sir Evelyn Wehb-
Carter and military historian and
author Professor Richard Holmes
have a bad but contagious habit of
picking an  episode in o British
History where a campaign or battle
has taken place. involving horse,
chivalry, bravery and honouwr
somewhere m the world.,  South
Africa or Custer country in North
Dakota, to ride through and spend a
few weeks reliving as close as
possible to experience minus  the
berror. This Hme it was to the Hindu
Kush Mountains in North West
Pakistan.

I did not hesitate an mstant when
the General Sir Evelyn Webb-Carter
at the time Commander of the
Household Thvision invited mae to
pin him and Britsh Fistorian and
author Professor Richard Holmes to
travel through the Hindu Kush
Mountaing by horse in the Korth
West Frontier Province of Northern

continued on page 10

1-BBE-B26-6689 » www MONTYRUBERTS.com )




RIDING THE FRONTIER
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Pakistan. What better way to
experience the unspoilt nature
and beauty of the mountains,
the local culture travelling in
good company on a loyal and
dependable  steed. woven
within it an excuse of a
historic episode?

The purpose of our eight-
person expedibion was  bo
retrace the trail of a tamous
campaign that took place
where the Great Game was
played out testing British and
Russian influence of yester-
vear. In March of 1895
Colonel Kelly marched acnoss
some of the most dificult
country in the world from
Gilgit to Chitral acmoss the
notorions 13,000-foot Shandur
Pass. Post holing and hauling
guns  through  snowdrifts,
snows successfully  relieving
the fort in Chitral

Magsood Ul-Mulk whose prandfather was the British

kilomirkres

backed Mehtar at the Hme of
the campagn organized ouor
expedition.

Omce mounted and leaving
Gilgit, being in the company
of four senmior British officers
described as late eighteenth
century  English  gentlemen
travellers who would have
been happier to have been
involved in the campaign
itselt and living in a bygone
romantic era where the horse,
chivalry and honour  was
the law of the land. Our
procession of B riders, 13
horses plus pack horses and
donkevs proceeded along the
banks of the blue green
colours of the Ghira River
valley cutting  through o
most  impressive mountain
scenery  over the Shanduor
Pass and down b Chilral,
travelling a total of 450

We rodde on superb Marwari and Badakhshi horses
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that are normally used as polo
ponies by the locals in  the
ST """"-!“"ﬂ villages, Polo :,e;:‘ullm{t.
became a common site in the
villages that we rode through as
every village had its own team
that would train and play in
preparation of the annual polo
festival held every summer on the
highest polo grounds in the world a
top  the remole Shandur Pass.
Polo is big in this remote part
of the world a remnant of the
glory days of the great Persian
Empire.

Each night sitting around a
roaring fire 5ir Evelyn would
read to us the diary kept by
Licutenant  Benyon  who was
Colonel Kelly's chief of staff as we
travelled and camped the very
trail and spots used by the earlier
expedition.  The only difference
being, there were no  battles
or enemy to be wary of,
Instead we  experienced a
glowing and welcome hospitality of
the few peaple we saw who lived in
the surrounding wvillage or
collection of homes where we
camped as we progressed
through the mountains along the
Chiza River.

Majestic mountains, the real
country and real  mountain
folk, little has changed since

Colonel Kellv's campaign
fook k'l'LII. e. This is the way o
travel: by horseback in the deep

country at a pace that
p-c*:m:lh you to see and feel the
local culture, and magnificent
scenery. Moving with the pace of
life in contrast to a pace of a
mechanized vihicle. very
little has changed since 1893 in
these regions. The mountamfolk
desperately clinging to survival
in the long and harsh winters and
short summers used for prowing
all the food necessary for the
lollowing winter. A delicate and
balanced harmony of nature and
survival for these, the nicest of
proples.

|-8B88-A26-5689

RIDING THE [I*“Fli*ﬁ”‘#’l IER

For ntore  information  Abend e
fnno speciilizes in e
et fenrydallathplotographig.com

A keem horsenran, kimself, Henry ias created o past collection of
inmages depicting the sprrit of Britesh Pageantry and the equine worlid
His work Jus beenr exinbilfed in venes irecluding Smithsonian
frestitante, Noaples Muscam off Arl. He aves inesfed fo proofect innages
frorn Jiis ook, " Pageambog inid Performmrece, The Hoeseludd Cirvalryg
fn A Celebralions QOF Prctures™ as a sore ¢f hoedere spechacle on e
untlls weitlices Whirndsor Cisfle, He was onvanded wath Best Viewr of
Berlatrt at & em by BRC RedvedTodiey Prograe aed e Rl Aar]
{Ihr LESIN ;n, irmages frone fus book in a mint .~r.-r|u|rrc olleetor’s pack fo e
redeased dir Jrnie o courmmenmorals T L U Fur Colonar,

Henryg has just relivrned from retracng Me Foolsteps of Lawrence
itf Arabin oy Howrss sk Junll.l_:.lf I:lr.-l'm fd unll b f sybired fer at
futiere assie. His arbicles and pimolographs hame decome @ regrilor
feattre i W Moty Roberls [odin=LIp™ [ovrals,

phertegriape s thor
rhotograpinyg rrsid

« W MONTYROBERTS com




